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By SIR WALTER BESANT.

("‘r'rf'."l-"". 1061, by Dodd, Mead & Co

SENCPSIN OF PRECENING CHAPTERS
Weyland, a widoew, Is threatened

Tsahel
prison. Her chiet creditor,

A y
the debtors

;': Brymer. SUZEESLS & way out of the difMculty,
marringe with an imprisoned debtor, who for a
paltry sum will assume AMrs. Weyland's debts
plsn  He proves 1o be a vounyz lawyer, Macnamara,
whao through no fa i1t of his own has fallen Into dire

alts, Mrs. Weyland, In pity, pays his small
delt, secs hin free and agrees 1o MATITY a negro

gondemned to dle in three days. She then reflires
= poverty to country Hfe, but later falls helress
.!n a large fortune and becomes a social queen
p 1ondon, Here she meets NMacnamara, now a
gourishing barrister, who nledges himself to her
pervive and is most attentive to her, to the anger
of her brother !n-law. Lord Stratherrick Mrs
Weyland takes as secretary Allee Fulton, daughter
of & former creditor tratherrick lr.\rn‘. of her
ATFAge 10 Lhe negro through Miss Fulton's father,
8 worthless fellow. He then calls upon his sister-
in law and attempts blackmall. proposing that she
Ppoy £500 to hlim Lo keep the former creditor qulet,

CHAPTER XIL
WHAT THE WIFE SAID

To be known as having shifted debts
tha shoulders of a husband mar-
gled for the purpose is not in itself, by
ladies who get into debt, considered a
dishonorable act; it is done every day,
pot only in the prisons, but in Fleet market
and St. James's. There are men who have
been married dozens of times; they trust
hat the repeated marriages will not be
ound out, and by changing their names
hey make it difficult of discovery; there
re sailors always ready to marry pro-
ided they can make off directly after the
remony, and before the creditors get
vind of the thing, there are men on the
.+ side of the Fleet and the King's bench
ho are delighted, in return for a small
llowance, to enter upon this pretence
t marriage. A woman who does such a
hing certainly sacrifices a certain amount
{ self-respect, but most women who do
can find a thousand reasons to justify
e step

The ladies who, thus shift their liabilities
are generally city madams: when one gets
to the fashionable qguarter the thing is
gmore rare; it is not unknown; but a woman
fn the position of Isabel with a fortune
of some thousands a year, a house in St
James street, an establishment correspond-
ing to her income and enjoying society
b! the best, cannot afford to be known
&5 having taken advantage of the remedy
provided for debtors who cannot pay.

She cannot afford to have her name
dragged about in the mud wherever other
women meet together; she may brazen
ft out, but her position and consideration
could never be the same after such a dis-
govery as it was before

If to such a record of a pretended mar-

age it were also to be discovered that

w@ husband was a black—a horrid black

a despised and contemptible negro—

sndemned to the gallows for some in-

amous crime, some low robbery-—the gen-
ral opinion of the world wou{d oerﬁ’:ly

very muoch against the bride of suoh a
marriage

It would be held pardonable to enter
fnto such a marriage, if necessary, but it
must be with a white man. To go through
the form of marriage with a black, even
if he were going to be hanged in a day or
two, would certainly be considered a lglng
beyond the power of forgiveness or ex-
cuse. Exoept in the case of Isabel I have
pever heard of such a marriage

Isabel knew all this Fgr(mtly well. If
the story was made public her own posi-
tion would be irretrievably ruined. And

on to

| shall pay me

o~
e
gy

ing with
Pk e wil] ehini Rethe
himself silly and forget his inten
sides, he is too
If I could
am, to-morrow mornin
him. I will tell him that he
our bounty, He is too far gone

g

moment on

in drink to be grateful
ratitude

ever

saw

gether—but

at a coward.”
believe this of him.”

S

Be-

will speak
lh’lngptohh

no one, to be sure,
tipsiness to-
w can understand where his
shilling a day comes from."”

With this assurance Isabel had to go

away.

It was not much comfort, because

she had little faith in the influence of his
! wife--who can influence a man always in

liguor?

A drunkard i beyond the power

of reason and common sense; still it was a

| frﬁnt relief to be told that it was not by
)

er own misdoing that this family fe!! into
failure and ruin,
The wife had no influence; rearon and
common sense were powerless. As you shall

hear.

In the morning the man awoke with the

customary thirst upon him

a colossal, in-

vineible, impenetrable, overwhelming, ir-
resistible thirst; his mouth was filled with
dust and ashes; his lips trembled, his hand

shook.

The symptoms were of dally oc-

currence;they vanished with the first draught
of small ale, for which, as a rule, he had to
wait until with his shilling he could get out

into the street.

This morning, however, he was aston-
ished to find that a tankard, a large brown

Fmrgo awaited him,
or which he was faintin

of the
and suffering

liquor

He seized the mug and with an eager grasp
drank off about a pint at a draft, setting it
down and looking around with a sigh of

relief inexpressible

*Husband,” said his wife, “you are better

for

before

yvour

you

drink
something I have to ray
drink any more,

Listen,

There is
now,

first

draft clears your brain, I suppose; the next

makes it muddy.”
“(3o on, then,” he listened, but he

rasped

the jug and looked longingly into the cool

and brown contents
want more.”

Quick; I

“l have now learned the name of the

lady who has befriended us
who has given us this lodging, who
Alice
by this time

mean,

feeds and clothes us and has taken
into her house

the lady, |

he had lifted the jug and held it ready for
the proper place of all jugs, the human

Her name
is the Honorable Mrs. Ronald Weyland.”

Hps—*don't drink vet

“What?"
“What?
“The lady who once ow
sum of monay which yvou wanted paid to
yourself, so as to defraud your creditors
“Weyland?
shrieked
wouldn't pay me that money.”
“The money

ished.

the

He wset

Wevland?”
name

was

Say that again .
you a certain

Mg,

The
“The woman who

due.

unfin-

man

You

wanted to get it and to keep it from the

creditors

“She married and transferred the debt,

A wicked woman!

dishonest

woman!

For want of that money I became a bank-
4

rupt
PD«m'v tell lies. You were a bankrupt

before

Your

creditors

not

you.

Your intention was to put it in your own

pnt'kﬂ' if you eould get it.
to deny that fact?”

Do you mean

“What do women know about business?”

“Well,

Mrs

Wevland finds this

lndg-

ing. gives me an allowance, provides clothes
instead of rags, for all of us, and makes

Alice her companion.
to Mre. Weyland. "

“Oh, she

beggarly allowance, does she?
have no proper pride, but I have
and you take it
Where is your s
vou go

fh'ou all this
t-—-you?
all over

out

Out
Alice =shall
have her charity, do you hear?”

He finished the jug

We owe everything

ives you this lodging ana your

may
She

vou take

But that's

shall turn
I won't

you

The second draught,

as the wife toid him, clouded his brain;
he forgot his threat and his noble spirit,

and began on another line of thought.

*Wife,” he said, with a look of cunning,

*let us understand what tiis means
That
this

afraid
Where
more

is
money

not you

i
comes from
I shall make her pay more
Ha' she will have a

She's
Afraid
there is

She

man to deal with this time, not a poor-

wlaot my friend, madam.” :

“The tlemen, then, who provides all
these things for my husband, that it would
be far better to find him work to do than
to help him sit all day drinking.”

“Madam, it is not for me to interfere
with the benevolence of this gentleman.”

*I shall keep silenco,” her husband in-
terposed, “as long as it pleases me. When

Yl sl sho s, “you migh perha

I can revenge myselfl upon the lady in |

question -Mr. Pinder knows-- 1 shall break
silence. Woman -you can go."

So Mrs. Fulton left him. He was happy
in the way that he most desired; namely,
that he had pno work to do, and that he
had plenty of drink. What more could
such a man desire?

She thought, however, that she ought to
tall Mra. Weyland what had happened.

“Madan:,”
thing here that I do not understand.
is the gentleman that provides averything
for my husband on the condition tfml he
keeps silonce?”

“Perhaps I could guess.”

“Why should he be paid for silence?
What harm could the poor man do, if he
shouted everything from the housetop?®

“I think, Mrs. Fulton, that I could tell
you."

“To begin with he could not shout at all
he is past shouting. He cannot any longer
tell a story so as to make himsell under-
stood.”

“That,” said Isabel, “is & most comfort-
able reflection ~if you are sure of it, 1
cannot tell you evervthing because other
reupln beside myselfl are concerned, but

know one thing which may explain a little.
The story is now known to certain persons.
who intend getting money from e in re-
turn, they pretand, for this man's silence.

“1 do rot know yet that 1 shall have to
give them money or not. They are un-
scrupulous persons. The man Pinder, 1
doubt not, is one of the conspirators. Your
husband cannot, by himself, spread abroad
the story.

“He is, however, an instrument. They
keep him in their tavern under their

he is not allowed to go anywhere—so
as to make a show of buving his silence
If he were to speak there would be no pos-
sible pretext for money

“He cannot speak, so you ray. Then they
must pretend that he can. If 1 refuse
the money they ask they would first make
a pretence that vour husband was des-
perate. If that falled, out of revenge they
would probably spread abroad the story

she concluded, “there is soime- |
Wheo |

*Alice!" It was as if he took her hand.
“No,” it was as if she pushed it away.
“Oh! Mr. Macnamara, you have told me
that you are bound by every tie of grati-
tude to madam.”

“It is true. By every tie, What then?"

“And so am 1. Believe ma, sir, I would
rather cut off my right ha. « than offend
or injure madam. She is an angel of good-

ness. "

Isabel strained her ears at the open win-
dow. Alice was loyal-was loyal. And
Oliver?

*She is—she i&," he said. *] acknow-
ladge. Yet, Alice, I think of you all day
lon,

-
"%'ml must think of me no longer. Be-
sido, who am I that you should think of
me? My father is a bankrupt -and worse;
he leads a shameful life; he drinks and he
Legs. He left us without help and has never
tried to find work. And my mother is
supported by madam’s charity. You
ougnt to look higher, Mr. Macnamara.
You are a gentleman "

“1 want nothing higher, Alice.

you.”
" “And there is another thing. Madam-—
0! I am quite sure—madam thinks about
vou." lsabel groaned with shame. It
was true—but that Alice should have per-
ceived it.

“Thinks about me?"”

“In one way, I mean. You must under-
stand, Mr. Macnamara? Why- she is
still young; she is beautiful; she is charm-
ing; she 1= full of kindness—cannot you
understand?”

“Alice- 1 can think of nothing but you.”

This was all the conversation Perhaps
the wind changed; perhaps other things
interfered; Isabel heard no more

she had heard enough; the dream of
a socond love, on which she had built so
many hopes, was shattered. He would
alwavs think of Alice—of Alice —of noth-
ing in the world but Alice. What had
Mr«. Brymer said? That the girl would

I want

| do her a mischief

They would then turn your husband into ‘

the street

“Alas! madam, it is a very wicked world " |

“It is, indeed, Mrs. Fulton You your-
self have not found it a world of flowers
and music and soft things. You were ouly
iumr, and you were therefore left alone
t i better to be poor than rich.”

“Nay, madam, but to be miserably poor,
and if one is rich one can make other people
ha;g)y 1

“But you are the prey of every adven-
turer, of every rogue, of every person
who would get your money if he could.”
Isabel sighed. “And if they find a handle

they will use it for extorting money
s A
You know what I did, Mrs. Fulton

“The &in is on my conscience 1 would

make atonement if T could: I would pay
that debt over and over again if that would
suffice. But it will not These men will
not allow it to suffice

“The story which I would willingly forget

and - Oh' so willingly cause to be forgotten,
if I could —these men will keep alive if thev
Can Oh! sometimes | declare to myself
that 1 wjll dare anything anvthing that

their malice can devise but that | will give
them nothing. And at other times 1 feel
as if no price could be paid too high for
silence and I pray  Oh! I pray, Loni! remem-
ber not past years'"

She buried her face in her hands

“Madam,” said Mrs. Fulton, *it is not
good for & woman to stand alone in the

world. Lay the case before some one,
some good lawyer -if you know such a
one "

“If 1 know such a one But I am
ashamed "

“Yes - but lawyers do not talk Find
such a one, madam, 1T entreat you, and

You will

lay the whole case before him
Oh!

be supported; vou will be relieved;

Some  women-smaller  women-—wonld
have reproached the girl; would have found
some excuse for driving her away, Isabel
did not. She knew very well that the
charms of eight and twenty cannot rival
those of 18, ‘especially with a face
all loveliness and swee ness, such as that
of the girl Alice

She sat at the window, the room in dark-
ness and thought over this misfortune
Nothing could be done; the man must marry
Alice: she must forget her dream, and 80,
over and over agaiu, repeating to herself
the same words

A little later, Alice came home alone

“Madam! you are in the dark! Will
you chose to have candles?”

“Presently, Alice. One pair only. I do
not want to read.”

Her voice was constrained

“You have a headache, madam. Wil

Shall T eall your maid?

vou not go to bed? |
Lot me do something

May I undress you?
for yon, madam.”
“No. Alice, no. Send for candles only
And vou go to bed. Tell my maid that 1
shall not want her this evening. I think
we shall have thunder before leng. So,
good night, good night, my child.”
Presently she heard the servants locking
up the house and going to bhed, but still
ghe sat on. beside the window; her candles
on a table beside her, alone, among the
wreck and ruins of her shattered hopes
hurry to go to her

She was in no
room.  The storm was working up; it
would soon burst over her head, flashes

of distant lightning began to light up the
square with low
She sat
light for a moment, and then falling back
into darkness impenetrable )
Suddenly, without any reason, with no
warning, having heard nothing that v«_nnhl
terrify her, and being entirely unsigpicjous
of what might happen the thing, lead
farthest from her thoumhts -she fell
a deadly terror; she clutched the arm of
her chair; she leaned forward, peering into
the twilight of the room, imperfectly it
by her two eandles; her limbs shook, her
hands trembled, her cheek turned pale.
It was a large room covered with a thick
carpet, on which footsteps were not heard;
and it was in a kind of twilight with its
two candles in one corner. She tried to

u talk in this manner I cannot stay and | |

| Zero
'of unpainted

grumblings of thunder
watehing the square bursting into |

into |

! tion

LAKE FISHERMEN.

HARDSIIPS THEY ENDURE OU'T
ON THE ICE IN WINTER.
Liable to Re Caught In Dizzards Miles
From Shore - Many Killed or Crippled
While Fishing ‘Through the lee-—-The
Dog Teams--Men Lost In Storms.

When winter seals the st reams and lakes

1

|
|

tha follower of old Izaak Walton puts away ‘

hi= tackle and sighs regrotfully because
his season of sport is over. But for the
Lake fishermen, who follow angling not
as a sport, but as a livelihood, the period
of bitter labor and hardship sets in when
the jce forms thick from shore to shore,

People must have flsh in winter as in
summer, and so the winter fishermen of
Lake Erie face constant suffering and
peril of life and limb to fill their little dog
sleds for the market. The Lake ports are
full of men who lack an ear, some of their
fingers or a foot. The explanation is sim-
ple: “Lost on the ice over night.”

Sometimes a woree fate overtakes the
fisherman, and the vietim is not disrcovered
until the ice breaks in the spring. They
must needs be hardy men who handle the
frozen lines on Lake krie's surface

It is 5 o'clock of a still January morning.
The thermometer marks 7
Off on the edge of Buffalo a cluster
frame houses, deep in the
drifts piled up by the flerce Lake winds,
show signs of life.

A door opens in one of them, and in the
broad swale of lamp light appears a man,
followed by two shivering dogs You
might think that the man was a member
of one of the lawless organizations that
wreak vengeance by nigh! on  persous
Incurring their dislike, for he wears over
his face a white mask, with holes for the
eves  This is not for concealment, how-
ever, but for nrotection

The slinking dogs Lave no such protec-
They must prelv on their own fur,
and on exercise for their warmth, and of
excrcice they will presently get plenty

Drawing forward a rough box sled the
man twists it around and gives his sharp
Graers

“Come, Sharkey! Get around, MeGov-
ern'” and the dogs, stepping to their places,
are quickly harnessed

I'heir owner tosses a bundle of fish lines
and a pole terminating in a steel blade into
the sled-box, places his bait carefully in a
corner, starts the dogs until the outfit is
going fairly; then witha* Hi-yah!" to speed
themn on jumps into the box and sets his
face toward the blood-chilling blackness
of the lake

After him come other dog teams, some
stringing out over the ice, others racing
side by side, while the encouraging whoops
of their drivers answer each other across
the spaces of the night. By the time the
sun rises one could see, if he could take in
the whole breadth and length of the jce
fiald, from 500 to 1,000 of these outfits

He would also see many men patiently
truizing on foot, but these are mere pot-
hickers, who content themselves with the
fishing three or four miles from land Your
true fisherman considers ten miles a mod-
erate journey, and sometimes makes a
roufd trip to thirty

1t he has had good luck at the spot where
he last fished he returns there,  First, he

wuts up a square of sail cloth w hich he has
Lf‘u'llh' along, fastening it to two poles set
in the jce 'Ishu is his camp

In the lee of it the dogs erouch, nestling
together. Their work is over for
the man's has just be ;?'un
With his steel-clad pole he chops a row
of holes in the ice and lets a line attached
1o the end of one of two crossed sticks down
through each hole.  This deviee is known
as a tip-up, the term appropriately de-
seribing its action when a fish is caught

degrees wlow

close
the time;

brou,
At

after a azlw of trips with a boat all were

oly 10 Jand.
Iver Creelk, a village betweon Buffalo

and Dunkirk, thirty fishermen were a mile
from shore when they suddenly mado the
discovery that they were aflont and were

being
too, wi

A rezeuing party was
thirteen of the men had )

driven about into the lake. They,
ere discovered Ly persons on shore
ormed, bhut aflter
1 safely landed

the boat met with an accldent in the floating

ice. Before the repuirs conid be made
the darkness of a cloudy winter night lLad
settlad upon the vater I'lirteen mnore
men reached shore in the early evening
without aid

Word was sent in all dirsctions and bon-

firos w

ere lighted at different points to guida

the lost in their efforts to make the land

At mlk

inight the remaining four, by jump-

ing from cake to cake, reached the shore,

where they fell exhausted

When able to speak they told a story of
suffering soldom equallai After hours of
extreme exertion one L ocame =0 weak

that he lay down and told his companions

to lea
to his
Anoth

of ope

by the others

ve him to die. They dragged him
feot and foreed him to keep going
er, in attemypting to lsap a strateh
sn water, fell in, and was pulled out
His clothes soon becama

0 stiff that they cracked and rattled as
he walked

A third was wearing felt
became so saturated with

boots, which
water that he

was foreed to abandon them, and procesd

in his

stocking feet, At length all found

themselves completaly isolated on a piece

of ice
As

watery

and ti
as th
waitec
more
(‘I-ld--l

not more than {ifteen feet square
they watched the widening of the
barriers around them, hopes flal
1 men looked into each other's faces
oy waitad for death. Whila
1 the wind veored around and set iu
toward land, the open space was
up and by one last, almost super-

human effort the sich, #tiff and shivering

group

staggerad to shore.  Two died from

the effects of the exposure and suffering
And what is the compensation for such

hards
as mu

hip? It varies from a few cents to
ch as 80 and even 87 a day. Or, may-

hap, it is nothing but a bad cold and a

frozor
The
which

1 ear
re are two fish companies in Buffalo
handle the bulk of the eateh Fach

concern handles abiout a ton of fish every

dav

all that is

Son

12 ane
dling
price,
over t

The

They pav six conts a pound and take
offerad

e of the men have customers in the

y from whom they get the retail rate of

1 14 conts, but the time spent in ped-
them about offsets the difference in
s that most of the catch is turned
o the dealers

se companies also furnish bait, con-
sisting of mirnows, at 10 cents a pint.  The
bait question is sometimes a problem, es-
pecially on Sundays and holidays, when

over a

thousand men go out. The com-

panies get the minnows in bushe! baskets,

and t}
sible,

The

i source of supply is, as far as pos-
kept a secret
most important

part of the fisher-

man's outfit is his dog-taam. Dogs of
every gize, etyle and description are used
Some are fine feliows and well-mated;
the great majority, however, are just
dogs. There are no adjectives to describe
them technically, for the clairvovant does
not live who could trace the pedigres or
name the hreed. Shaggy, 4!|~v1;,|:rnl|l-~

lookin

g brutes these are

There is little stvle or attempt at match-

ing of voke-fellows, either as to size or
color. Anvthing with hair on that can
bark and pull is acceptahle

As the mercuary falls, the dog market
rises and in February shows a etrong bullish
tendency. A dog sale is a sight

The merchants are sharp fellows and
clever jockevers, and their remarks re-
garding the pulling qualities and sprint-

Ing propensities of some
brute

rmen,

hulking, homely
of uncertain extraction and owner-
which they are tryving to sell to the

would make a horse trader

feol like a kindergartener

SCULLER TITUSS PLANS,

Mamond Sealls Candtdate to Sall for

The

Henley on June 20.
re is now little doubst that ¢ S, Titus

of the Union Boat (Tub of this city will be

a candidate for the Diamond Seulls at the |

NATION'S NEW

HOI.DS 890,000,000, AND THIEVES
COULD NOT BREAK DN,

Intended to Accommaodate Enough Bank
Notes to Meet Any Possible Demand
Constructod  of  Hessemer  Steel

-

thev |

Plates —Precactions Agalnst Robbers.

In the panie of 1803 there was a sudden
call for bank notes from banks in all parts
of the country. The demand, beginning
in moderate terms, presently increased
ortmous proportions, It wipad ous

the 5,000,000 supply of bank notes in the

Treasury vaults in no time, and stiil Lhe eall

continuosd

i'he 1ssue division of the Treasury De-
partment was set to wogk double time
in the effort to keep up the supply. It
fell behind hopolessly from the first, and
at one time there were requests for some
$30,000,000 more than could be supplied.
| Naturally this increased the panic and
"aided in bringing about disaster, and the
authoritios at Washington came in for
severe oriticism. Their answer was tha$
the 85,000,000 in bank notes on hand took
| up all the space available for such storage.
| “Provide space, then," sald the
banking and Government
st about doing so

I'ho result of that complication is a wone
derful new vault, just now completed,
which will store $60,000,000 in money. With
this encrmous sum on hand it {8 not prob-
able that any demand will be able to ex-
haust the immediate resources

The new vault is twelve feet square and
ite walls rise to a height of twelve feet,
The lining is composed of Bessemer steel
plates threo eighths of an inch in thick-
ness, and theso are securely fastened by
means of huge screws and bolts to a frame=
work of steal, which is built into the ma-
RONTY All the pigeon holes, nearly 6,000
in number, ar> of stecl and there is not an
inch of inflammable material in the fur-
nishings of the vault

I'his receptacle of the nation's wealth is
doubtloss an object of deep longing to
some thousands of gentlemen who make a
living by Lelping themselves to other peo-
ple's money in wavs not sanctioned by the
jaw, but it would be a very remarkable
| eracksman, or array of cracksmen, for that
matter, who should get anywhere near the
800 000,000 securely nested in the new vanlt,

Thi= new vault can be entered only
throughi the old vault, and its location is
impossible to determine from the outside
of the bailding. The Government has
even gone 8o far as to put in false windows,
heavily curtained, to deceive any one who
might try to determine the resting place
of the treasure from outside

Two special guards who have for years
done sentrv duty over the bank n«nm.[zu:lrd
the new vanlt as they guarded the old
But even if these guards could be over-
come the b robber who had reached
the entrance to the vault —which he could
never do, by the way would be able to
get no further for the doors are practically
inpregnable

It was not o alwave. There was a time
when a committee of investigation invited
a delegation of bank burglars to experi-
an the deoors. The committee be-
that the place was pretty secure
gentlemen of the iimmy examined
tion carefully, emiled, did a few

to o

more

Intoerosts; Ltihe

1
K

work with their tools and =aid
investigating committee “After

you nen.” as thavy bowed befora
the 1 entrance Now there are
duplicate locks on thoke doors, and the
compact that

have much

|
whole construction Is  «o
nothing bt dvnamite would
effect yoon it

\eidde from this passive protection in all
storehovsn

its various forms, the giganti

¢ of wealth apposite the White Houge has the

]

| benefitof one of the most complete systems
| of guarde ever devised  About seventy
| watehmen are emploved and they work

in three reliefs, patrolling the entire builde

' -
8 MUs= the man who knew the story was breathing g
b . spirited female “ . much } r , . My - ” & ow
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